
Bridgelea is a Primary school in Manchester for children with Educational
Health and Care Plans identifying Social, Emotional, and Mental Health
difficulties. It is also a specialist provision for children, who are at risk of
being excluded or are permanently excluded. 

Bridgelea is a trailblazer for the Zero Carbon Schools programme. This
academic year, will be its third year running the programme and driving
pupil-powered climate action throughout the school.

Bridgelea primary 

school 

In 2024-25, Bridgelea ran the programme with
35 pupils in mixed-age classes. Over three years,
165 pupils have taken part.

Staff at Bridgelea spoke to us about their
experience running Zero Carbon Schools and how
they have adapted it to work for their specialist
setting.
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After looking over the

session plans, the staff

created questions to

enhance pupils’

discussions… 

Who do you run the

Zero Carbon Schools

programme with? 

How did you adapt the

sessions for your setting?

Our Zero Carbon Schools work interlinks with Skills Builder, an

education framework that helps students develop essential skills.

All classes have got some form of ‘Green School’  thinking in their

curriculum. 

When delivering our curriculum, we use a stage not age approach

so participating pupils are working at different curriculum stages.

We chose to run the programme with the students in Years 5-6,

aged 9-11 - this means they can pass their knowledge onto the

other students making it a whole school effort.  

We read through each session plan and highlighted the key

points that we knew would have an impact on our children. In a

lesson plan, a discussion might only be recommended for five

minutes, but, for us, that could be a whole session because we

let the children lead. 

Some sessions do run hand in hand and consecutively, but it's

knowing whether we have to remove some content because

the pupils might struggle with it.

It’ s just catering to needs and adapting to our classes.  

If children are not in the right place to learn then we do other

things linked to the Boxall profile (a social assessment tool for

pupils). 

After looking over the session plans, staff created questions to
enhance pupils’  learning and discussion such as:

What do you do at home?
What does sustainability mean?

What does recycling mean? What does it look
like to you? 

How can we alter our mindset? 

To find out more about signing 
up to Zero Carbon Schools with
the Green Schools Project, email

 info@greenschoolsproject.org.uk



Many pupils have gaps in their learning
after missing significant parts of
primary school, but the Zero Carbon
Schools programme has been a real
support. They often bring up what
they’ve learned in these sessions during
other lessons, drawing on the
background knowledge reinforced by
the Green Schools Project PowerPoints.

At the start of the sessions, pupils may
not fully understand what sustainability
means, but through discussion and
teaching they quickly develop their
knowledge.

Some pupils are young carers, and they
take these lessons home, creating a
positive impact there too.

Pupils have developed a stronger
vocabulary, while the programme also
supports teamwork, cooperation, and
communication skills. 

It deepens their understanding of
rights and accountability, and
importantly, takes aspects of the
curriculum beyond the classroom which
our children very much need.

One session focused on clothing choices and their
impact on pollution and carbon emissions, which
really surprised the pupils and made them think
about what they could do.

Another memorable session used case studies
from different countries, including Fairbourne in
Wales, Ethiopia, the Amazon rainforest, and the
Solomon Islands. Sometimes you can show pupils
photos of places you might have visited, adding a
personal perspective beyond what is on the
screen.

While our pupils may not have first hand
experience of places like Africa or Ethiopia, they
might be familiar with Wales or Blackpool, so
these examples help bring the lessons to life and
make them relatable.

What impact does the

programme have on

your pupils?

What Zero Carbon Schools

sessions were particularly

impactful?

Bridgelea has calculated two carbon
footprints and received a poster of the
school’s footprint for each academic year. 
Find out more about this process and Zero
Carbon Schools here.

https://www.greenschoolsproject.org.uk/zero-carbon-schools/
https://www.greenschoolsproject.org.uk/zero-carbon-schools/


What projects did the pupils run this year and last? 

The Forest School Tree House…

Last year, we built a tree house and transformed our entire forest school area to engage children
who were focusing mainly on English and maths but not other subjects. The project taught them
practical skills like handling tools safely, gardening, and maintaining a pond. Pupils also created a
business plan, which gave them a clear focus. While building the tree house, they sought out
recyclable materials, and once it was complete, they were extremely proud of their work. We held a
big opening event and invited parents, connecting the project with the wider community. It also
helped the children develop valuable life skills.

This year…

This year, each class had a different focus for projects. One class has been growing plants, learning
about biodiversity and how plants can affect climate change. Another class made posters
encouraging turning off light switches and computers.

One class project was to present an assembly about sustainability and the environmental impact of
fashion. We also took the children to a recycling centre, where they observed staff at work, asked
questions and gained a hands-on learning experience.

How do you involve the wider

community? 

In the summer term, we enjoy celebrating the pupils’
achievements. We hosted a café for parents, where pupils
shared what they’ve been learning and showcased their
work. Governors of the school are also involved and
recognise the impact of the programme.

Why should schools pick zero

carbon schools?

It is about seeing the children become so passionate about making a difference. Once they
understand the implications of how our society is impacting the environment, they realise that
changes they make can have an impact. 

Seeing pupils’  sense of achievement when they learn new skills and are able to share their learning
and successes with others is very rewarding. We recommend all schools to take part in the
programme, particularly SEND, SEMH, and PRU settings similar to ours, it has made a real difference
to our pupils!

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7417607210136039424/

