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REUSING RATHER THAN RECYCLING
ROBOTS

Scientists at Bristol University have completed research on what
should happen to robots at the end of their useful life. The
research recommended that robots should be designed so that
they can be re-used or re-purposed. Globally, only 17% of all
electronic waste is recycled correctly, which means huge amounts
of electronic products and parts, including robots, are being
added to large and growing piles of e-waste that are building up
around the world. bit.ly/4jyLtIL
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What does it mean to re-use or re-
purpose something?

Why do you think electronic waste
doesn’t get recycled properly?

What in the classroom or at home
could we re-purpose instead of
throwing away?
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https://www.bristol.ac.uk/cabot/news/2025/robots.html
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/cabot/news/2025/robots.html
http://bit.ly/4jyLtIL

