
The Zero-Carbon School Programme engages students,
broadens their understanding of climate change, and empowers

them to become catalysts for change.

 zero carbon schools 

in action
A partnership with 

Newham council     

During the 2023-24 school year, Green Schools
Project partnered with Newham Council to
deliver its Zero Carbon Schools programme in
11 schools across the borough. This number
increased to 16 schools in 2024-25. The
partnership is aligned with and supports the
council’s environmental strategy to reduce
carbon emissions and make the entire borough
net zero by 2045.

Through the Zero Carbon Schools programme,
over 800 pupils learned about the causes and
impacts of climate change, investigated their
school’s carbon footprint. They then designed
and led projects to reduce it, before
broadcasting the impact to the wider school
community, inspiring others to follow. 

teacher at upton cross primary 

We're delighted to partner with Green Schools Project, and support young
people in Newham to gain a greater understanding of climate change whilst
leading projects to reduce their schools' carbon footprint. The Zero Carbon
Schools programme is vital in enabling more schools and young people in
Newham to access high-quality climate education and move towards Net Zero.
We encourage any Council or school nationwide to support the Green Schools
Project's mission.

Lily Mitrijevaite, Newham Council, Environmental Control Officer

https://www.newham.gov.uk/
https://www.greenschoolsproject.org.uk/zero-carbon-schools/


I think there's been a really big
improvement… they (pupils) were
completely unaware (before) of
what carbon emissions or
greenhouse gases were. This has
really educated them on all of that
and more. I think it's had a really
good impact and helped them
understand what is actually
happening and what global
warming is.” 

Teacher at Upton Cross
Primary 

St Joachim's Catholic Primary School 
Star Primary School 
Central Park Primary School
St Luke's CEVA Primary School 
Keir Hardie Primary School
Park Primary School

During the Investigate stage, schools
calculated their carbon emissions from
energy, food, travel, and purchasing and
received a poster and bespoke session plan
to carry out calculations to work out their
school’s carbon footprint and interpret the
data.

Examples of pupil projects during the Act
stage included reducing local traffic and air
pollution through organising walk to school
weeks, book and toy swap events,
campaigning for meat free days on the
school menu, and organising switch off days.

The programme’s impact also extended to
more than 150 school staff members and
indirectly benefited over 5,200 pupils
through whole school assemblies, the pupils’
projects and staff training. 

Teacher at upton cross

PRimary school 

Stratford Manor Primary
Essex Primary School 
Ellen Wilkinson Primary School 
Upton Cross Primary School
West Ham Church Primary School

participating schools

I think there's been a really big
improvement… before, they
(pupils) were completely unaware
of what carbon emissions or
greenhouse gases were. This has
really educated them on all of
that and more. I think it's had a
really good impact and helped
them understand what is actually
happening and what climate
change is.



Green Schools Project developed a school-specific carbon
footprint calculator, which the school used to investigate
the four areas of the school’s carbon emissions. The school
saw a big impact in the pupils’ understanding of emissions.

Based on results from the carbon footprint, pupils decided to design projects to
lower emissions from food and purchasing. These included delivering a whole
school assembly about the climate crisis and introducing a battery recycling
initiative in school. They also campaigned for the school to have a Meat-Free
Monday and met with the school’s catering company to advocate for this. 

We were so happy. Proud. We felt like a part of the school,  like we
had an impact. We felt like role models in the school.

Year 5 pupil at Upton Cross Primary school 

Pupil-powered action from Year 5 at 

Upton Cross Primary School

taking learning Outdoors

Zero Carbon Schools includes three outdoor learning sessions which are 
planned for teaching staff at different stages of the programme. At Upton
Cross, these sessions were popular with pupils and fostered a connection
between the pupils’  learning about the climate and their local environment.

Pupils also grew herbs in the playground.
This had a positive impact on the whole
school community by involving families in
the their sustainability initiatives and pupil
projects.



laura wears

The Outdoor sessions were very engaging, Children really took on
the roles of 'nature photographers' and 'nature story tellers', it really
allowed them to explore the school grounds which they wouldn't do
otherwise.

Teacher at Upton Cross Primary School 

I really liked it when went outside to use natural resources and we
had to come up with a story. If we found a leaf, we had to come up
with a story about that leaf. I was really creative.

Year 5 Pupil at Upton Cross Primary School

They've really taken the planting on
board and are trying to take that

further. I know with a few children,
they're making their parents and their
siblings aware as well, especially their
younger siblings. So I think within their

own families, they're making people
more aware, which is really great.

impact

95% of teachers agree that their pupils feel more positive about their role in
tackling climate change as a result of Zero Carbon Schools.
93% of teachers agree that Zero Carbon Schools has improved their pupils’
communication and teamwork skills.
95% of teachers said Zero Carbon Schools has influenced their school’s
response to the climate crisis.

Teacher at Upton Cross

Primary School 

to find out more about partnering with Green Schools Project,

Email cathy@greenschoolsproject.org.uk  


