
I've really enjoyed seeing the children learn about different parts of
the world and how climate change is impacting on them.”

 School coordinator and Climate and Sustainability

lead, Matthew Bennett

 zero carbon schools

in action
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Year 5 pupil at Shackleton

(Zero Carbon Schools is) very
fun, it teaches you a lot about
climate change, and it's really
useful information to know so
you might be able to change
something in the world.

One of the core values of Shackleton Primary
School is “respect, not only for others, but also for
ourselves, our differences, our surroundings and
our environment.” 

This has translated into the importance the school
places on raising awareness about the climate
crisis,  ensuring that everyone understands the role
that they can play in addressing this global issue. 

As part of the HEART Academies Trust, Shackleton
Primary School ran the premium Zero Carbon
Schools programme meaning that in addition to
having access to the weekly session plans, a
member of the Green Schools Project team visited
the school to deliver two teacher training sessions,
an assembly, and a pupil workshop on Green Jobs. 

Zero Carbon Schools aligned Heart Academies Trust’s
ambitions for sustainability and climate action across
their four schools with the others - Shortstown
Primary, Cauldwell Primary, and Bedford Academy
also taking part. 

Pupils began the programme in October with the
‘Explore’ stage. They learned about the causes and
impacts of climate change and discovered inspiring
climate changemakers taking action in communities
around the world. 

https://www.heartacademiestrust.co.uk/


I think what we achieved is that
all of the children told their
parents about it and then told
their friends and I think that
(helped) a few parents and other
family members to walk instead
of using a car.”

"The carbon calculator helped us to focus on trying to reduce carbon
emissions from travel to and to promote greener forms of transport."

Matthew Bennett on the school’s carbon footprint 

The pupils wrote to their local MP about
greener forms of transport!

Year 5 pupil 

During the ‘Investigate’  stage, pupils looked at the
four carbon emission areas of energy, travel, food,
and purchasing. They  provided data for the Green
Schools Project team to enter into their school
carbon footprint calculator and received a poster of
their carbon footprint to raise awareness throughout
the school community. 

In the ‘Act’  stage, the pupils led projects to reduce
their school’s carbon footprint. The two Year 5
classes taking part focused on travel and sought to
raise awareness of the carbon emissions generated
from journeys to and from school. Working as a
team, they created a ‘green pledge’  for pupils and
staff to sign up to promote greener forms of travel.
They also created a poetry competition for pupils
over the summer to raise awareness. 

By the end of the programme, pupils saw an
improvement in awareness of sustainability issues
and the impact they have on the wider community. 

The programme culminated in the ‘Inspire’ stage and a
celebration of pupils’  achievements at an event in
July. Shackleton hosted the event with over 150
pupils from the four schools in the trust. Pupils
presented their projects to their peers and reflected
in groups on their learnings, achievements, and future
plans for climate action in school.



92% of pupils that participated want to help their school and community to take action
about sustainability issues.
80% of pupils declare they have taken action on school energy use.
Teachers' awareness and passion for climate education has grown, feeling inspired to help
more pupils become aware of climate issues.
100% of pupils recommend this programme to other young people, mentioning that they
enjoyed learning about climate issues and how to address them. 

The benefits of this experience have allowed students to gain a strong grasp of climate issues,
whilst also improving their teamwork and communication skills. 

IMPACT

I think my communication skills really improved. I didn't really like speaking
out, but now I find it not that worrying. I had social anxiety and I did not like
meeting new people, but now I really don't mind. 

Year 5 pupil 

Taking part in Zero Carbon Schools is
part of the school’s and Heart
Academies Trust’s long-term
commitment to climate education
which will undoubtedly lead to more,
exciting sustainability initiatives. At
Green Schools Project, we’re looking
forward to continuing our work with
them to further embed it into the
curriculum and the lives of everyone
within the school community.

Now that we're doing it (Zero Carbon Schools) we can make more
schools do the Green Schools Project and eventually, hopefully will
spread all over the world and we can keep our Earth safe!

Year 5 pupil 


