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Green Schools Project has been working with
Salisbury Manor Primary School in Waltham
Forest, London to deliver the Zero Carbon
Schools programme to two Year 5 classes. The
programme covers the curriculum areas of
science, geography, english, maths and PSHE
and focuses on three key areas:
Improving pupils’' knowledge of the climate
and nature crisis
Developing key skills through project-based
learning
Engaging the wider community through the
values pupils develop and share with their
families.

Knowledge
Building pupils’ knowledge of climate
change is the first phase of the
programme and starts their journey
towards taking climate action.
The pupils learned about the causes and
effects of the climate crisis and what we
can all do to help.
They explored the global impacts of
climate change and how so much of the
way we live creates carbon emissions.

The pupils at Salisbury Manor have started to
take action and are gaining confidence by
knowing that they're making a difference.
"Year 5 pupils have been speaking
to younger students about not
wasting food, being wiser with
using paper. They've taken
responsibility for educating the
younger year groups about how
their generation can make a
change."
Aqsa Khan, Year 5 Teacher
Salisbury Manor

Skills

values

In the second stage of the programme pupils
planned projects to reduce their school's carbon
emissions. Using Green School Projects'
carbon calculator, pupils worked out the schools'
emissions:
This is equal to a car
driving 20 times around
208 tCO2e
the circumference of the
Earth!

The Zero Carbon Schools programme helps
pupils to develop values that will encourage
them to promote change in the wider
community.

The pupil projects to reduce emissions included:
presenting a case for the school to install solar
panels to the headteacher
organising a staff and pupil walk to school week
running a competition for children to bring in
low-carbon packed lunches
The projects boosted pupils' teamwork,
communication, problem solving and leadership
skills.

"Before, I wouldn't step out and say
my ideas, I would let everyone else do
it. A few months back I would not
have been confident enough to speak
up, so the project has really helped"
"You have to listen to some ideas and
if you disagree, you have to build on
it and make it an idea that everyone
will like and agree on"

Year 5 pupils
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The school hosted an event for parents to
support them with the rising cost of energy,
providing tips on reducing energy use and
accessing financial support. It featured a
presentation from pupils about how
reducing energy usage helps to tackle
climate change.
Pupils highlighted how they have taken
values from the programme and turned this
into action that reaches beyond school and
into the home and community.

"At home, I always try to speak to
my parents and brothers about
what we can do to help"
"I feel like it drove me more to
help the planet in other ways
too…. I started upcycling and I
also try not to waste food"

Year 5 pupils

